
 

 PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY

 
The administration, staff, and leadership team believes that the partnership between school and 
home is essential in providing students access to a high quality education. Due to the pandemic, all 
meetings will be held virtual until school officials approve in person learning can resume safely. 
 
The Parent and Family Engagement Policy has been jointly developed pursuant to Title I and agreed 
upon by Burkholder Middle School Parent Involvement Committee. The Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy will be distributed to parents and guardians and made available to the 
community, electronically on the school’s website. Burkholder Middle School Administration will 
convene Title I annual meetings on August 19, 2020, September 22, 2020, and October 8, 2020 to 
evaluate this policy. The meeting will be advertised on the school’s main calendar of events, a 
Parentlink email notification naming a convenient time and location for parents to attend, and school 
news announcements. A translator will be made available. In addition, the Annual Title I PowerPoint 
and Family Engagement Policy will be made available on the school website for those who were 
unable to attend. 
 

DISTRICT WIDE PARENT SURVEY 
 

 
Equally important is the parent survey that can serve as feedback to strengthen this partnership. 
Based on the feedback from the 2019-2020 parent survey the committee found there to be a lack of 
clarity for parents in knowing what goes on inside their child's school. Survey results were shared 
during the 20-21 Title I annual meeting. To ensure full transparency so that parents are more directly 
informed on what goes on inside their child's school beginning in September, the school will actively 
promote communication with parents using the school’s website. Specifically, due to Covid 19 there 
will be an entire section devoted to distance learning and it will be continually updated. Social media 
sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and Remind will also be utilized to update parents on relevant school 
information or events.  Google classroom parent summaries, Infinite Campus,  and Canvas accounts 
will also be accessible for parent information regarding student academics.  Burkholder Highlights 
Newsletter and student of the month news will be distributed electronically and posted on social 
media. These communication tools will spotlight the events, classroom learning activities, projects, 
resources, and other programs occurring at Burkholder.  In regards to increasing parent participation 
in the annual district survey, BMS will make a link available via the school website, promote 
participation during virtual parent conferences, virtual activities in which parents are involved, as well 
as encourage parents to take advantage of student Chromebook devices to complete this survey.  A 
ParentLink will also be sent as a text message with the link to the survey to encourage more 
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participation. The results of this year’s parent survey will be shared again during next year’s Annual 
Title I meeting. 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE PLAN 
 

Student achievement and success is a priority at Burkholder and our leadership team will review data, 
set goals, and develop action plans to increase student achievement.  Parents are involved and are 
an important part of the process. During the planning and writing of the School Performance Plan 
parents are invited to participate as representatives in the successful creation of the School 
Performance Plan.  Planning meetings will be held virtually using Google Meet throughout the year 
and those that aren’t in attendance are able to receive information from administration and/or 
distributed electronically. 
 

EDUCATIONAL ACCORDS 
 

 
Parents are valued as partners in education, therefore the Educational Involvement Accords are 
integrated into the registration process through Infinite Campus. Parents must review Accords prior to 
completing their child’s registration. Administrators and teachers will have access to the Accords 
whenever needed for parent/student conferences or other occasions. 
 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 
 

ASSISTING PARENTS IN UNDERSTANDING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 

Specifically, administration and staff will provide assistance to parents as appropriate in 
understanding such topics as the state’s academic content and achievement standards, state and 
local assessments. Information regarding student performance will be sent home three times 
throughout the school year with the MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) assessment results and 
Reading Plus. Parents will be able to discuss the student’s results with classroom teachers or the 
instructional strategists after results are mailed home. These meetings can occur via telephone or by 
scheduling a conference with Burkholder staff that will be held virtually using Google Meets due 
distance learning circumstances and adhering to district guidelines due to Covid 19. 

 
PROVIDE PARENT MATERIALS AND TRAINING 

 
Additional information about academic standards, progress, and other academic programs will 

be available at parent family engagement activities throughout the school year.  District guidelines 
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currently require that these events be held virtually and parents will be notified using the school’s 
digital communication systems. 
In addition, programs to assist students in improving academics are also made available throughout 
the school year. Families can access these resources through the Google meets, school websites, 
social media outlets, and informative material sent home over the course of the year. These 
resources should be accessed as parents and students monitor Infinite Campus and/or Canvas for 
weekly grade updates and messages as well as a response to a quarterly progress report. Burkholder 
Middle School has many opportunities to become involved in the school. Parents can support their 
children’s schooling by attending school functions and responding to school obligations. Events are 
promoted using the Burkholder School Highlights monthly newsletter, school’s website, and social 
media outlets. Parents can also become more involved in helping their children improve their 
schoolwork by providing encouragement, arranging for appropriate study time and space, modeling 
desired behavior (such as reading for pleasure), monitoring homework, utilizing their parent Infinite 
Campus account, and actively communicating with the classroom teachers using Google Classroom 
or teacher email.  
 

EDUCATE TEACHERS ON PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
 

Burkholder Middle School is committed to offering training for teachers in order to support our 
philosophy of parent involvement. This includes training on how to communicate effectively with 
parents to maintain a positive working relationship throughout the year.  Professional meetings will 
also be held to assist teachers with an understanding of important community issues. Burkholder 
middle school values a strong connection between our families, students, and the community. 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 

Burkholder will also ensure that all information related to school and parent/guardian programs, 
meetings and other activities is sent to parents/guardians in a format and, to the extent practicable, in 
a language the parents/guardians can understand. The electronic communication platform provides 
Burkholder families a translation tool using Google to support the need for translation in a variety  of 
languages.  

COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS 
 

Burkholder will work with outside agencies and businesses to coordinate services and keep parents 
informed of additional outside services. Burkholder will work with other community outreach programs 
like 3-Square, Teen Scene, FACES, and School Bell to support families. We are also able to provide 
nourishment for our families as a food distribution site. Parents are also able to access support for 
distance learning using the Nevada Connecting Kids (connectingkidsnv.org). Finally, parents are able 
to access staff from the school’s website, calling the main building, and/or email administration, staff, 
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counselors, school social worker, or instructional strategists on campus to ask questions, 
communicate concerns, or offer feedback to ensure the success of all students at Burkholder.  
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